
The Big Society Explained 
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• Government (central and local) provides bulk of public 

services with little engagement by communities. 

• Charities provide services such as debt counselling, daycare 

centres for elderly, training programmes.   

FUTURE 
Big Society 
• Power and responsibility for providing some services devolved to 

communities (via local government) at neighbourhood level. 
• Public services opened up to new forms of social organisations such 

as free schools and employee-owned co-operatives. 

• Individuals and businesses encouraged to donate time, money or 

expertise.   

BUSINESS 

(more philanthropy: 
corporate volunteering; 

payroll giving; donations 
from bonuses) 

CHARITIES 

(traditional 
charitable activities 

funded by 
donations: medical 

research; animal 

protection; emergency 

GOVERNMENT AND 

PUBLIC SERVICES 
(role of state 

shrinks as power 
is devolved) 

YOU 

COMMUNITIES 

(individuals join forces 
locally to take over pubs, 

lay own broadband, run 
Neighbourhood Watch, 

stage community 

lunches) 

Getting 

Involved 

Running 

more 
services 

• Volunteers take over running of post 

offices and libraries 

• Employee owned co-ops to run public 

services such as leisure centres 
• Parents to set up free schools  

• Red tape cut to allow charities 

to take over more public 

services 

£4.2bn  
amount the Charity Commission 

calculates charities will lose as a 
result of government cuts over 

next four years 

• Big Society Bank funded by £60m from 

dormant bank accounts 

• Financial products to encourage social 

investments such as social impact bonds 
• Targets for corporate giving 

£11bn 
Money char i t ies rece ive from 

government and local councils annually 

£10bn  
Money charities receive from public 
donations 

£6.4bn  
from other sources 
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