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York and North Yorkshire Rural Partnership - Supporting Stronger Communities
Notes and action points – 8 June 2010
	1
	Present and apologies
	ACTION

	
	Present: Chair -Janet Waggott (Chief Executive, Ryedale District Council), Sarah Bowden ( Rural Voice Project), Rachel Bowles (Harrogate Borough Council), Bob Curry (NYFVO), Bill Cross ( Rural Action Yorkshire), Gary Fielding (NYCC), Mike Feist (GOYH), Michael Graham (Yorkshire Dales National Park), Deborah Hugill ( NYCC), Jo Ireland ( Scarborough Borough Council),  Andrew Leeming (YNYPU)Kate Senior (Craven District Council), Kate Taylor (NYFVO), 
Apologies: Liz Smith (Hambleton and Richmondshire District Councils) Jennefer Cornforth (NYCC)

	

	2
	Minutes of last meeting and matters arising (23 Feb 2010)
	ACTION

	
	The minutes were agreed with the following amendments:

· The wheels to work item should read ‘Wallace Sampson’ and should make reference to funding.
Matters arising – 

Terms of reference – These are agreed but membership needs to be revisited.
Economic assessment – A draft of the sub regional strategy will be available at the end of this month. A discussion followed about the new Government’s thinking ie the move from regional to locality focus.
Rural strategy – further thought is needed on this.

	

	3
	Climate change
	ACTION

	
	The group discussed the final report of the Climate Change Leadership Programme workshops and the way forward. The workshops were a RIEP funded scheme open to partners as well as Local Authorities. The aim was to get high level political leadership. 
During discussion the following points were made:

· More joining up of work is needed, for example there is good work happening in the Health Services. 
· Promotion of environmental issues through procurement processes should be included. 

· There is also a need to extend the membership of Sustainable officers group. 
· There was a need to map priorities and gaps and learn lessons from other areas such as Kirklees. 
· Some of the performance reward grant could be used. 
· The potential for renewable energy in the county needs to be audited. Andrew Leeming undertook to find out what is being done in this area, particularly in relation to the economic assessment. 
It was agreed that a sub group of Janet Waggott, Gary Fielding, Jane Money, Mike Graham, Bill Cross and Kate Senior will put an action plan together and direct the work of the Sustainable officers group. This group will meet before the next meeting of the Partnership. 


	AL

Sub-group



	4
	Thriving third sector
	

	
	The Thriving Third Sector group was commissioned by the NYSP Executive about a year ago. A report went to the Executive in April containing a number of ‘asks’. Responses were requested from organisations and the next meeting is on18 June. 
The intention is to refresh the membership and ensure that this is a really useful group for collaborative working between the public and voluntary and community sectors. 
There was a discussion about the changes which are being effected by the new Government and the challenges these will bring. 

During discussion the following points were made:

· The voluntary and community sector is likely to be asked to do more. 

· Resources will be an issue but it is important that innovative ways of working are explored. 

· There needs to be more information about the economic value of the sector.

· Growth in employment is being led by charities and in 2009/10 there was a 50% increase in people wanting to volunteer. 

· Barriers which may get in the way of innovative working include increasing regulation of volunteering and prescription in the use of funding.

	ld


	5
	Community transport
	ACTION 

	
	The group considered the final report of the community transport task and finish group. It was agreed that it was a very useful piece of work but there needs to be clarity about how the Partnership can take the issue forward.  
It was agreed that Gary Fielding would speak to Richard Owens, NYCC, about putting together a group to drive it forward. Health will need to be involved and there are also issues about the cohesiveness of the community transport sector. The group should have a few key outcome targets which can be monitored by the Partnership. 


	GF


	6
	Performance reward grant
	ACTION

	
	The reward grant allocations have been agreed but there may still be changes at a national level. It was noted that the Partnership was responsible for more than a third of the targets and there was reason to thank and congratulate the group for good performance. 

There was a discussion about the procedure for deciding on funding and what areas of work would lend themselves to this approach. 
During discussion the following points were made:

· The emphasis needs to be on pump priming and invest to save

· Areas of priority are fairly clear and projects should reflect these

· 2 or 3 projects with a larger impact would be best

· Projects should link to the items discussed previously on the agenda ie climate change and community transport

· Match funding should be levered in where possible

· Some of the allocation will be capital and some revenue. The Partnership will be in a better position to spend capital than some thematic groups

· A mix of work which is cross cutting and which deals with specific localities may work best

· Gary Fielding made 2 suggestions which could be worked up 

     1) village agents which could be linked to thriving third sector and   

          volunteering 2) Rural broadband as a one off investment. There  

          are links to other monies and it would link to climate change. 
A sub group chaired by Janet Waggott will take this issue forward. It will need to meet before the next meeting of the Partnership in September so that decisions can be made at that meeting and taken to the NYSP Executive in October.

	JW

	7
	Performance monitoring
	ACTION

	
	The report on performance was received and it was noted that it was the general good performance which has led to the performance reward grant allocation. Thanks were expressed to Kevin Brown for preparing the report.

	

	8
	LAA 3
	ACTION

	
	 A sub group had met and suggested changes to targets. Since then consultation has suggested that some targets which the group recommended to be removed should be retained. It was also acknowledged that changes nationally may mean that these discussions become academic.

It was agreed that 
· The homelessness target should be retained
· The access to services NI175 should be retained

· The recommendations of the sub group for L41, L56, L57 should  be followed

· The recommendations of the sub group for community cohesion and community safety targets should be followed 

There was a discussion relating to the future of the LAA and Sustainable Community Strategy and it was agreed that local targets and more focussed priorities would be more useful for the future.


	

	9
	Sustainable community strategy appendix / NYSP conference stalls
	ACTION

	
	The group was happy with the content of the appendix text apart from the mention of the Regional Rural board which is not currently functioning. The link should be to the Rural Affairs Forum. It was felt that the information should be in plain English. Kate Tayler will look at this.
Stalls – suggestions made were Energy Savings Trust, volunteering, waste partnership, stalls for Partnership to promote projects funded by Performance Reward Grant. Other ideas to Janet Waggott. 


	KT
ALL

	10
	Frequency and dates of future meetings
	ACTION

	
	The next meeting of the group will be 15th September, 10 am The Grand Committee Room, County Hall, Northallerton (this was changed from the 14th September as a number of Rural Partnership members are attending the YHRAF management group)
The meeting on 7 December was changed to 30 November however subsequent to the meeting this was amended to 23 November. 

	ALL to note



	11
	Any other business
	ACTION

	
	Andrew Leeming – Yorkshire Forward regional budget cuts mean that  £100,000+ is being removed from rural programmes. Money needs to be invested into projects rather than strategies. 

Janet Waggott – Attended a meeting with Department of Communities and Local Government. The main messages were:

· Control will shift to localities and the days of the big state are over

· Council tax will be frozen for next 2 years

· Localism means local not local authorities

· Challenge on capital programme

· Aggregate up not impose down.


	

	12
	Date and time of next meeting
	ACTION

	
	15 September 2010 The Grand Committee Room, County Hall, Northallerton 10 – 1pm
	


PAGE  
1

