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Climate change poses a major 
strategic challenge

•Major consequences for the natural and built 

environment, human health, the economy and 

public services

• Target to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80% 

of 1990 level by 2050

•Reducing emissions less costly than adapting to 

climate change effects



We will need to change the way we, 
as a society, use energy



There is a long way to go to achieve 
national emissions reduction targets



Priorities for emissions reduction 
vary in different areas

0

500

1000

1500

2000

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Domestic CO2 as % of total CO2 2007

D
o
m
e
s
ti
c
 C
O

2
 e
m
is
s
io
n
s
 2
0
0
7
 (
k
ilo
to
n
n
e
s
)

NI 186 selected NI 186 not selected

England median

540 ktCO2

England median

35%

North Lincolnshire
North East Lincolnshire

Leeds City 

Council
North Yorkshire County Council

City of York Council



Tackling domestic energy will reduce 
emissions and bring financial savings 
for households



A lot of money is spent on tackling 
domestic energy, but it is not always 
well-targeted or sustainable



Home energy efficiency has improved, 
although there is much more to do



More effort is needed to promote low-
carbon and renewable sources of energy

• European Union target for 15 per cent of UK energy 

to come from renewable sources by 2020

•Renewable energy generation in the UK increased 

by nearly 90 per cent from 2004 to 2008

•Bu still accounts for just 2.3 per cent of UK energy 

consumption

•Councils have been slow to exploit their own land 

holdings for renewable energy generation



Councils spend relatively little money 
themselves in this area, but can punch 
above their weight
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Councils have an important role to 
play

• Lead by example

•Use influence, legal powers and resources to 

encourage partners and local communities to act on 

domestic CO2 emissions

•Make greater use of existing powers to address 

domestic emissions reduction

• Pursue greater economy, efficiency and 

effectiveness



Councils have an important role to 
play

• Ensure funding is targeted at households most in 

need of financial support

• Identify sites for renewable energy generation and 

make the case locally for the development of 

renewable energy capacity

• Explore opportunities to make use of own land for 

renewable energy generation



Further information

• www.audit-commission.gov.uk/co2

• reducingco2@audit-commission.gov.uk

• d-pottruff@audit-commission.gov.uk


